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The development team is excited to introduce two capital campaigns and the hard hitting research 
associated with them. These developments are also contributing to pleasing growth in postgraduate 
enrolments. Rhodes is indeed a preferred destination for further study. 

The first campaign is the focus of this edition of our newsletter and involves the development of a new 
Language Village to accommodate the exponential growth in postgraduate research, particularly into issues 
of multilingualism and nation building in the School of Languages. Valued at R31 Million, the South African 
Government has already secured its support of the project and we are currently working towards raising the 
remaining R5million towards its completion.  

The second campaign arises out of the Life Sciences and the work of some of our most productive 
researchers at Rhodes. To keep step with their research needs we are driving a campaign to build a new  
Life Sciences building with appropriate and high end laboratory facilities. Funding for new facilities will 
create a hub for scientific research and make good on national imperatives to increase PhD outputs, 
especially around human and environmental health. Can you imagine …
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All of humanity is linked by language. It is the 
common thread that bonds us together. Allowing 
people to communicate within a multilingual 
global environment and empowering students 
with this skill is the central brief of the School 
of Languages. In an advanced industrial society 
the knowledge of other languages allows us to 
understand and learn about other cultures and 
people’s lives. This knowledge builds relationships, 
fosters trust and demonstrates respect for the 
belief systems of others. Nowhere is this more 
important than in South Africa, a culturally diverse 
country which has 11 official languages. 

The Rhodes School of Languages is a dynamic 
entity that combines teaching, research and 

community engagement. It aims to become the 
leading school on the African Continent in the 
teaching of African Languages and the promotion 
of multilingualism within a globalising context. 
South African languages in the ‘Language Village’ 
at Rhodes University are not READ MORE ON PAGE 2 »

A WORLD WITHOUT WORDS
Investing in languages is investing in development 
and the future

“WORDS ARE PALE SHADOWS  
OF FORGOTTEN NAMES.  
AS NAMES HAVE POWER,  
WORDS HAVE POWER.  

WORDS CAN LIGHT FIRES  
IN THE MINDS OF MEN.  

WORDS CAN WRING TEARS  
FROM THE HARDEST HEARTS.” 

The Rhodes School of Languages 
is a dynamic entity that combines 
teaching, research and  
community engagement.
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learned in isolation; languages such as French 
(the most used language in Africa), German, 
Chinese, Latin and Greek link the study of South 
African languages with the global arena. 

For the School of Languages to grow and 
realise its potential, and for the wider growth 
of postgraduate research in the Humanities, a 
custom-built facility is an urgent need. According 
to UNESCO, investing in languages is investing 
in development and in the future. Prosperity and 
peace are only achievable in the world through 
the development of and integration into world 
affairs of languages and the spirit of togetherness 
that is embodied in multilingualism.

PROFESSOR PATRICE MWEPU 
Head of the School of Languages

A WORLD WITHOUT WORDS
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 » MOEDERTAALSPREKERS IN SUID-AFRIKA

WHY IS MULTILINGUALISM IMPORTANT?
The concept of multilingualism is a global phenomenon as languages such as English and Chinese expand 
and some countries, such as ours, have constitutionally entrenched multilingual language policies. Language 
ensures cultural diversity and encourages intercultural dialogue. It is vital in preserving cultural heritage and 
mobilizing political will towards applying the benefits of science and technology for sustainable development.

The South African Ministry of Higher Education and Training in their Language Policy for Higher Education 
(November 2002) recognises that university graduates should be equipped to respond to societal needs 
and to actively contribute to the social and economic development of our culturally and linguistically diverse 
country. But in current day South Africa there is a discrepancy between language policy and practice, 
especially in education. The challenge in South African schools is that young learners without any prior 
knowledge of English are enrolled in English preschools because their parents expect that they be fluent 
in English to be able to get employment one day. Teachers have the demanding task of preparing these 
multilingual pre-schoolers for formal schooling.

These challenges have a domino effect through primary, secondary, and tertiary education, and later in 
the workplace. In 21st Century South Africa, and the world over, we also grapple with multilingualism in the 
context of the information and communication technology age. And within this context, the use of technology 
and multimedia software in the teaching of language is vitally important.

Coming up in the next edition . . .  We will tell you about the exciting new Life Sciences building and the impact of the research that takes 
place right here on the Rhodes campus. Watch this space as we share the insight and relevance of the cancer, malaria, environmental science, 

climate change and other fascinating research projects on the go at Rhodes.

KNOWLEDGE IS POWER
For more stories on the ongoing developments 
at Rhodes take a look at our annual alumni 
publication here 
http://www.myvirtualpaper.com/doc/rhodes_
university/rhodos-2013/2013082101/#0

If you want to view more on the catalytic 
research and postgraduate opportunities that 
gave impetus to the Language Village, click here 
http://www.ru.ac.za/africanlanguages/research/

For more information on the undergraduate 
courses available in the School of Languages, 
click here http://www.ru.ac.za/africanlanguages/
studying/undergraduatecourses/

http://www.myvirtualpaper.com/doc/rhodes_university/rhodos-2013/2013082101/#0
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OUR LINGUISTIC LEADERS IN EDUCATION
Located in the Eastern Cape at the centre of the schools educational crisis, and comprising students 
and staff from diverse social, cultural, linguistic, religious, educational and national experiences, 
Rhodes University is ideally placed to lead and promote the intellectualization of African languages and 
multilingualism in South Africa. The School of African Languages embraces the national imperative to 
increase the output of undergraduates in the study of African languages, and languages more generally, 
and to increase its postgraduate and research output. 

Concentrating on second and foreign language learning as well as the teaching of mother-tongue 
Afrikaans and African languages, particularly isiXhosa, the School understands the necessity of a 
multimedia facility that allows for the uploading of additional language learning programmes. Rhodes 
has already successfully used Translate@thons to translate Google into isiXhosa as well as create ICT 
terminology in isiXhosa.

The School has also introduced vocation-specific isiXhosa modules in Pharmacy, Law, Education, 
Journalism and Computer Science; and hosts the Confucius Institute, which makes Rhodes one of two 
institutions in South Africa that offers a major in Mandarin. Future aims include the teaching of additional 
languages such as Kiswahili, Portuguese, Hindi and other South African languages. 

In 2012 the School of Languages was awarded the 
first ever National Research Foundation/ South African 
Research Chairs initiative (SARChi) Chair for the 
Intellectualisation of African languages, Multilingualism 
and Education, highlighting the high regard in which 
Professor Russell Kaschula is held and the seriousness 
with which Rhodes University views multilingualism 
and nation building. The School’s current body of 
research focuses on African Languages and has seen a 
number of postgraduate students graduate. This Chair 
will accommodate at least 20 more graduates per 
annum and will focus on the development of African 
languages in order to enhance their effective interface 
with modern development, theories and concepts. 

It will also explore and document strategies for 
intellectualizing African languages for use in higher 
education where the focus is on achieving quality 
education for historically disadvantaged students, as 
well as promoting multilingualism.

BUILDING A NATION ONE LANGUAGE AT A TIME
Rhodes University takes a serious view of multilingualism and nation building 

The School is a microcosm that reflects global 
realities, and it contributes to and promotes 
intercultural understanding and cooperation in the 
context of a ‘language village’. 

The proposed village will incorporate shared 
tutorial and seminar rooms between various 
sections in the school. There will be shared and 
collaborative spaces for postgraduate students, 
postdoctoral fellows and visiting scholars. There 
are presently 32 postgraduate students in African 
Language studies alone who require work spaces 
with computer stations.

The language teaching strategies are intensive 
and interactive, involving group work, discussion, 
cooperative learning and multimedia work. 
Effective learning requires televisions, computers, 
overhead projectors, electronic resources, audio-
visual resources and second language and foreign 
language teaching materials.

A 50-station multimedia facility will be critical 
to developing Human Language Technology courses 
in African languages for further intellectualisation 
through appropriate terminology development 
for specific disciplines and for additional African 
Language learning programmes.

A communal exhibition and community 
engagement space is planned to portray the 
cultures associated with the various African, 
European and Asian languages READ MORE ON PAGE 4 »

A WHOLE NEW 
LANGUAGE VILLAGE

STAFF OF THE SCHOOL OF LANGUAGES. Back: Mr Mhlobo Jadezweni, Mr Hleze Kunju, Prof Russell Kaschula, Dr Koos 
Oosthuysen. Front: Mrs Bulelwa Nosilela, Ms Ntosh Mazwi, Dr Sydney Zotwana, Dr Pamela Maseko, Mr Dion Nkomo. 
Absent: Mr Msindisi Sam.
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and the ethos of the school. This space will be well 
used for community engagement initiatives.

The new building will accommodate the 
immediate needs and intended future developments 
in African Language Studies, including 35 offices 
for academics and administrators associated with 
the Departments of African Languages as well as 
Afrikaans & Netherlandic Studies, Chinese Studies, 
French Studies, German Studies and Classical 
Studies. In essence the School will create a village 
in which each if the language sections can retain 
their unique foci and identity, yet also share 
theories, practices and facilities and be animated by 
an ethos of Ubuntu, thus highlighting the benefits of 
multilingualism within a global and local reality.

IT TAKES A VILLAGE …
In recognition of the significant expertise that exists 
within the current School and the plan to expand 
its focus in this important area, the South African 
Government has committed R25 million towards the 
costs of the Language Village. The building has been 
priced at R31 million and we are therefore looking 
to our donors to help us raise the outstanding 
monies to erect the new Village.

In honour of the late Professor Jakes Gerwel, 
our former Chancellor, Rhodes University would 
like to have the opportunity of naming the School 
of Languages after him. We ask prospective donors, 
who may be in a position to make a donation of a 
magnitude to warrant them having naming rights 
to the building, to consider honouring this great 
academic and humanitarian by bestowing his name 
upon it.

We would be particularly honoured if our  
fellow Rhodes villagers would help us raise this 
child of languages.

A WHOLE NEW LANGUAGE VILLAGE

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3 » OUR LANGUAGE BRAG BOOK
• In 2012 the School had the highest 

postgraduate output of the whole 
Humanities Faculty and has shown 
a steady increase in postgraduate 
numbers since 2008, as compared to 
numbers elsewhere in South Africa 
that have steadily declined.

• The School’s Community Engagement 
and service learning project provides 
students with unique opportunities for 
cross-cultural and inter-disciplinary 
experiences as well as the chance to 
gain practical skills in areas such as 
translation, interpreting, field-work 
and applied linguistics.

We love the stories that arise out of our student and alumni bodies that quite simply prove time and 
again that the Rhodes Family is not a myth. In a recent tragic event students pulled together to raise 
money for the hospital bills of their fellow student who was burnt in a digs fire. Described by fellow 
students as a “young, funny and really strong guy with a warm, loving heart” Alvin Andile Ziyamba was 
a 23-year-old student who was in his final year studying Information Systems and Economics towards 
a Bachelor’s Degree in Commerce. The burn injuries he sustained were so severe that he passed away 
while receiving treatment and we send our sincere and heartfelt condolences to his family for their 
tragic loss of a beautiful member of their family. Amid these tragic circumstances, we take heart in the 
way friends and fellow students rallied together to help pay for the treatment he urgently required in a 
Port Elizabeth hospital. To read more please visit the Rhodes Confessions Facebook page: https://www.
facebook.com/pages/Rhodes-Confessions/418059621625397?ref=br_tf and the Oppidan Press http://
oppidanpress.com/student-injured-in-greens-fire-passes-away/

More recently, on hearing that one of their number was going to have to hitchhike home after exams 
fellow students decided that this was out of the question and got together to raise the funds for a bus 
ticket home. The Rhodes family is like no other.

FACT: THE RHODES FAMILY IS FOR REAL … 
AND FOR KEEPS

AN ARTIST'S IMPRESSION OF THE PLANNED 'LANGUAGE VILLAGE' THAT WILL HOUSE THE SCHOOL OF 
LANGUAGES COMPLETE WITH SHARED SPACES FOR COLLABORATIVE RESEARCH AND MULTIMEDIA FACILITIES.

Professor Russell Kaschula, the National Research 
Foundation/ South African Research Chairs initiative 
(SARChi) Chair for the Intellectualisation of African 
languages, Multilingualism and Education.


